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SAVE PENWITH MOORS  

 
Some of our objections and solutions to the fencing and grazing of local 

moorland under the Natural England HEATH Project (updated 29/5/2010) 

 

NATURAL ENGLAND  

PENWITH TARGET AREA  FOR HIGHER LEVEL STEWARDSHIP  

ALL WE ARE ASKING FOR IS A MERE 1.6% 
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Carnyorth Common in late summer 

Natural England, as lead partner for both the UK and Europe in the HEATH Project, had 

overall responsibility for the correct implementation of the Project by sub-partners, of which 

the National Trust was one. The Project finished at the end of March 2009 but many of its 

intended óbenefitsô never materialised and now have to be carried out by other organisations.  

The stock proofing installed under HEATH is only the tip of the iceberg: many other areas of 

moorland and coast have already been, or are likely to be in the future, fenced and grazed 

under Higher Level Stewardship, thus leaving very few, if any, areas of open access 

countryside free from visual defacement and dangers from free-ranging and unpredictable 

cattle. 

The following issues apply to óourô areas: Carnyorth Common, Watch Croft (NT), Carn 

Galva (NT), Men-an-Tol & Lanyon Quoit Crofts (Lanyon Farm); the former being the only 

one so far to be entirely stock proofed and grazed with cattle. In essence our requests will 

only affect 15.7% of the Natural England HEATH Project sites of grazing in West Cornwall.
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New fencing and gate on Carnyorth Common. 

A  WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?  

�x HEATH Project results did not match intended outcome (public opposition, visual 

óvandalismô, access impaired, grazing ineffective, archaeology damaged). 

B  WHY IS THERE A PROBLEM?  

�x Project planning unprofessional and secretive. 

�x Implementation of Project incompetent and, in some cases, unlawful. 

�x Failure to ómove with the timesô and take account of social change (more leisure time, 

better access to transport facilities). 

C  WHAT CAUSED THE PROBLEMS?  

�x Lack of previous efficient moorland stewardship under ESA. 

�x Project systematically flawed. 

D  WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?  

�x Achieve a grazing exemption for óourô areas. 

�x New gates, fencing and cattle grids can then be removed as redundant. 

�x Conservation and access to these areas to be achieved through a regime of manual, 

mechanical, herbicide and controlled burning. 


