
ISLES OF SCILLY  ï a troubled environment 

 

The Scillonian is not the only link between the Landôs End Peninsula and the Isles of Scilly. 

Fencing and animal grazing is also being carried out on the islands by the Isles of Scilly 

Wildlife Trust under a Natural England Higher Level Stewardship agreement AG002255517 

that ends on 31st January 2018 at a total cost of £1,229,992.02. 

Some 484.28 hectares on the islands of St Maryôs, Bryher, Samson, Gugh, Annet, St Agnes, 

Eastern Isles, St Martinôs, Tean, St Helen and White Island are being enclosed with fencing 

and grazed, mostly with cattle. 

Many local people are incensed by what is happening to their beautiful, hitherto unspoilt 

environment and have organised a petition. Have a look at some of the comments made by 

some 900 signatories ï they sound very familiar to us in West Penwith. Go to 

http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/peopleagainstwlt/signatures?page=1   

This issue has also prompted a reaction from the media: ñElectric cattle fencing upsets Isles 

of Scilly localsò go to BBC News http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/cornwall/8597030.stm 

The Western Morning News issue of Wednesday 7th April published the first of two articles 

entitled ñFeelings are running high in battle over wild placesò. For the full article go to 

http://www.thisiswesternmorningnews.co.uk/news/Feelings-running-high-battle-wild-

places/article-1978763-detail/article.html  

You can write comments about this article so please consider doing so.
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Islanders main objection to the fencing is that they enclose footpaths inside the electric 

fencing and most times don't put any stiles in the fence even though on their web site they say 

they put pushchair and wheelchair friendly stiles in the fences. 

Also inside some of these fenced areas there are some historical sites etc where visitors want 

to go and have a look around, but a lot of people just don't like cattle and the last thing they 

want to do is walk through a bunch of cows that are fenced in the same place for 4 or 5 weeks 

at times so, after a lot of rain, it's just a mud and s**t bath. 

Cows are animals of habit and will always walk in the same path if you call cows to milk that 

are across the other side of a field; they will always come to you on a path they have made 

themselves ī it's a natural thing ī so if there is already a footpath there they will take it. 

 

The following photographs were sent to me by two Scillonian residents (their captions). 
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ñBeautiful NOTò 
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