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Updated 7th August 2010 

 

THE NATURAL ENGLAND HEATH PROJECT  

(1) ALLEGED WASTE OF PUBLIC MONEY  

Precise figures are unavailable as documents requested under Freedom of Information have been 

refused by Natural England. 

(2) UNCOMPLETED WORKS  

Although the HEATH Project has been signed off as completed there are still many works shown 

on various plans that have not been finished. This file is not intended to be a complete record of 

uncompleted HEATH works but merely a sample to demonstrate that work has still, most certainly, 

not been finished even though most, if not all, the items were invoiced to Interreg (and Heritage 

Lottery Fund?) before the end of December 2008. 

It is our contention that a not inconsiderable amount of public funding finance has been wasted by 

the HEATH Project partners by installing unlawful and unsatisfactory works that had to be 

óundoneô. 

We therefore consider:  

1. That wasted funding should be repaid by Natural England as lead partner in HEATH to the 

relevant fund providers (Heritage Lottery Fund and the European Regional Development 

Fund). 

2. That the HEATH Project should never have been signed off as completed when, even today 

over a year since it ended, many works have still not been completed so that much of the 

HEATH investment in infrastructure has been tied up in uncompleted works. 

3. That in signing off the Project before all installations were complete ï a fact highlighted in a 

letter by the National Audit Office dated 29th March 2010 as ñpoor project managementò ï 

a comprehensive audit of the HEATH Project as carried out in West Cornwall should be 

carried out without delay; any further works halted; and a moratorium placed on grazing 

Carnyorth Common until these issues are resolved. 
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ALLEGED WASTE OF PUBLIC MONEY  

Date in brackets = date of photograph ï not when the work was actually done. 

CARN GALVA  

Ditching/up-casting 

 

Deep ditching and excavation of boulders (19/03/2009) Backfilling ditch (19/06/2009) 

 

Deep ditching (10/12/2008) Backfilled (28/07/2009) 

 

Drain in rebuilt óhedgeô flooding public footpaths (13/12/2008) Remedial work (28/08/2009) 
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HEATH work: 700m hedge repair funding: 39% HLF, 48% Interreg, 13% from partners [From 

letter 8/2/2010 received by SPM from National Trust Regional Rural Surveyor]
 
at a cost of 

£30,197.50 [Receipted Accounts ©Natural England obtained 2010 under FOI]
 
 

A slightly different figure of £30,373.75 was given to Interreg and described as ñHedging at Carn 

Galverò [Interreg IIIB NWE Projects Verification of Expenditure Investments Payment Claim 9 

dated 30/11/2008 #48 Invoice date 17/11/2 ©Natural England
 
008] 

REMEDIAL work: Direct cost of remedial works on Carn Galva to the NT about £4,500; 

eastern section made right free of charge by the contractor [From letter 8/2/2010 received by 

SPM from National Trust Regional Rural Surveyor]. 

There is also the possibility that extra work may have to be done by the two cattle grids on the 

B3306 at Carn Galva where the gap between the actual grid and adjacent fencing appears to be too 

large, and may allow cattle to escape. Recent paint lines suggest that the fencing may have to be 

moved closer to the grids. If so, this is yet another waste of public funding and 

management/supervision incompetence. 

 

(10.04.2010) 
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WATCH CROFT CATTLE GRIDS  

There is confusion over which grid is which, and a third grid is also mentioned. 

1) Cattle grid at northern end of bridleway removed (confirmed as unlawful obstruction by 

Cornwall Council [Email 4/11/2009 from Programmes Manager Environment Service Cornwall 

Council to SPM: ñAs far as I am aware, the cattle grid across the bridleway at Watch Croft 

constituted an unlawful obstructionéò] 

 

Grid across public bridleway with side access gateway and new hedging (01/12/2008)  

Grid removed with section of new hedge by 19/02/2009 (19/02/2009)  

Grid finally taken off site about 01/10/2009 

 

ñCattle grid at Watchcroftò @ £3,450.00 [Interreg IIIB NWE Projects Verification of 

Expenditure Investments Payment Claim Final dated 31/3/09 #6 Invoice date 01/12/08 

©Natural England
 
] 

Watch Croft ï installation of cattle grid and hedging etc £3,450 [Receipted Accounts 

©Natural England obtained 2010 under FOI] 

NT say this grid intended for entrance to Bosigran Farm. [Email received 24/3/2010 from 

National Trust Regional Rural Surveyor] 

But National Audit Office states that NE tells them this grid is now situated at Trencrom 

Hill [ National Audit Office letter to SPM dated 29/3/2010] 


