TREVEAN
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Trevean Farm is part of National Trust property adjacent to Watch Croft. Cattle based at this farm are
intended to be grazed on Watch Croft and Carn Galva and this is a direct interest and concern to our
campaign to keep the moors free of cattle and associated stock proofing.

ADDED 31st August 2009
NATIONAL DISTRUST AT IT AGAIN

Construction of Replacement Building for Housing Cattle at Trevean, Morvah

The proposed barn (6.3m high x 46m x 20m) will be clearly visible from the side of Watch Croft
where the Trust has made a new footpath through prehistoric settlement remains, and from where there
is a magnificent view across fields to Trevean Farm, Morvah Churchtown, and the sea beyond. It will

be an act of visual vandalism unworthy — but typical — of the local National Trust.

The following information taken from letters by local residents (August 2009).

The National Trust knows that t he BBESiOl® masto as't
popular scenic route in the UK. However, without any consultation with the local community, they

have submitted plans to build an enormous modern cattle shed, which will have a significant visual

impact in this area designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

There was no consultation with us by the National Trust about the proposed developments nor have
they made any enquiry of our concerns or reservations. On their first set of plans our neighbouring

properties were not even shown.



At the end of June this year, a planning notice appeared, informing us of plans submitted to build a
massive cattle shed. Since then we have learnt of plans to build a herd of 100 plus Red Devon cattle,

some of which would be over-wintered a few metres from our boundary.

Following the objections of Morvah Parish Council and other objections, this plan has been withdrawn
but a new scheme has been applied for. Again the Trust has submitted a planning application without

consulting any of the neighbours.

We have the scenario of the National Trust owning most of the land from Zennor to Morvah and
buying the 96 acre Trevean Farm, with its associated 84 acres of farmland at East Trevowhan, and
instead of improving the visual impact of the already overdeveloped barns at Trevean Farm, the Trust
plans to build a massive shed more than double the size of any existing buildings, whilst still retaining

the hay barns that at some future date will, the Trust says, be renovated.

The Trust plans to run the farm, together with a further 320 acres of heath land to Carn Galva, in an
organic, holistic and sustainable way, as a trial to show an economic way for future developments in
farming to conserve this type and other types of vulnerable landscapes. They can only do this by being

subsidised with substantial Government grants.
ADDED 26th September 2009
ARCHAEOLOGY

The archaeology literally teems at this location. It is hugely important. Usually, when the NT acquires
a site, they have an immediate archaeological survey done. This hasn't been the case at Trevean. This
proposal can't fail to affect the Iron Age field system here, and the public footpath that is also affected

is, in fact, a medieval churchway.

The proposal is entirely at odds with the aims written down by Peter Mansfield, former NT Land
Agent for Cornwall in 1985. There, he referred to field systems being destroyed close to Chysauster,
and how very important (and rare) courtyard houses and their field systems are, and went on to say
that NT acquisition will prevent this ever happening again. Now, here we have the NT proposing
this! In West Cornwall, the NT has run out of control (the horrendous Carn Galva damage, which
included archaeological destruction and two separate breaches of the Highways Act being at their

door as well).

Not so long ago, one could view the NT as willing and able allies in cases that threatened the
preservation of the Penwith Moors. Now, they have become the threat, and that is rather hard to

accept, let alone understand.



TREVEAN FARM, MORVAH: ARCHAEOLOGY
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MEDIEVAL - (410AD — 1500AD)

JIAV S Iron Age (800BC — 410 AD)
B.A. - Bronze Age (2500BC — 800 BC)
LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS

World Heritage Site; AONB; AGSV; AGHV; ESA; Heritage Coast

The prehistoric field boundaries of the northern parishes of West Penwith are
described as:
“The world’s oldest artifacts that remain in use”.

Data prepared by: The West Penwith Archaeological Research Archive, Rosemary House, Newbridge,
Penzance TR20 8QH: Tel. 01736-363219: e-mail, craig@agantavas.org



The dwellings at Trevean, in the former farmyard, lie downslope from this proposal and several dozen
head of cattle create an awful lot of liquid waste. Which tends to run downhill. The residents there

have every reason to be very concerned.

With this proposed stock-housing being so close to residences, should this herd contract any form of
bovine disease - foot and mouth disease, TB, mad cow disease, anthrax, etc), these poor residents will

become effective prisoners in their own homes.
Given the number of objections to this scheme, it was a huge surprise to find that

a) determination was initially set for delegated powers, particularly as the entire site falls within the

World Heritage Site boundary and

b) the case was given to such an inexperienced officer.

*kkk

After massive opposition, it has now been confirmed that the NT planning application for this barn
will have to go before Cornwall Council Planning Committee instead of being decided by a few

individual officials. This will happen on 20th October or 10th November.
ADDED 24TH OCTOBER 2009
TREVEAN BARN

The National Trust has now voluntarily withdrawn their planning application for the barn at Trevean

before it went to Committee, although the reason for this is unknown at present.

This sustainable/organic enterprise was shown as a cynical ploy to exploit grant funding on

a potentially polluted and archaeologically rich site with no respect for location, materials or residents.
The doggedness of local people in achieving this temporary halt is to be congratulated. However it is
more than likely that NT will submit a revised plan in the hope that objections will tend to melt away
intime—S O DON" T B E Ketp@ddrleyEsdpen for a new application.

ADDED 14th NOVEMBER 2009
LOCAL FARMERS DISADVANTAGED

The following information taken from the National Trust web site
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-global/w-news/w-news-afarmforall.htm

The National Trust was able to purchase the 180 acre Trevean Farm though funding from the Tubney
Trust, and intend to manage it organically as
a farm for the benefit of wildlife and yet also remainingeconomi cal |y vi abl e” . The
has huge education potential for those concerned with issues of conservation, local food production

and sustainability. The NT have al so received another “gen


http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-global/w-news/w-news-afarmforall.htm

Trust to help purchase a large geodesic dome tent and a polytunnel and bee hive, and have plans to

erect a wind turbine to supply electricity to the farm.

The herd of organic Ruby Red Devon cattle are

and biodiversity, and the NT hope to sell the beef to local restaurants and direct to the consumer in

what i s described as a “Ground Breaking Farm F
Comments:

Can you call this project ,sustainabl e when i
The idea that this projectwi | | benefit the “wider farming c¢omr

Property Manager for West Penwith) is disingenuous: the NT has only been able to consider this
project because they have received generous financial help — help which is not available to the
ordinary West Penwith farming community who will therefore be at a distinct commercial

disadvantage.

Once again the MNT siisongu:i |whyi Iqg
carry out so-called conservation grazing, they ignore the blot on the
landscape of their proposed buildings, wind turbine and barbed wire
fencing for stock proofing in this unspoilt area of outstanding natural
beauty. And how big and obtrusive with the geodesic dome tent be?

(Small example on right)

Apparently the Regional Rural Surveyor for the NT and the Regional Project Sponsor for Trevean

Farm, has said that, having cancelled their second planning application at Trevean,t hey “ wi | | b
submitting new proposals that we believe will be better in terms of their overall landscape and

envi r on me n-tsoanplyingmeepier planriing applications were unsatisfactory in these areas.

Once again the NT has been guilty of mismanagement —as with their plans to erect the two cattle grids

across a public bridleway on nearby Watch Croft that had to be abandoned.



