
 

TOURISM & RECREATION  

 

German students at Men-an-Tol (2002) 

 

In 2006/7 a report was drawn up by Jemma Roberts for Natural England on sustainable 

tourism in relation to the HEATH Project. In this survey she notes: ñSurveys and interviews 

were carried out with local people and visitors across the county and the findings have been 

collated and analysed to draw out the key responses and themesò
i
 and that: ñConsultation has 

taken place in several stages with a variety of stakeholders; business enterprises, tourism 

providers, visitors, local communities, agency representatives and site managers. 

Consultations took the form of workshops, surveys, questionnaires and interviews.
ii
  



Save Penwith Moors considers that if fencing and grazing is fully implemented it will  have a 

far reaching negative impact on local tourism, income, and enjoyment of our last few 

remaining uncluttered open spaces ï inland and coastal. Once this becomes known about a 

decrease in visitor numbers will inevitably lead to a loss of income to West Penwith ï one of 

the poorest regions in Western Europe. 

óOurô moorland areas were all recently declared to be open access land with a right to the 

public for a freedom to roam. Proposed obstructions in these locations by fences and access 

gates is depriving locals and visitors not only of the physical ability of a óright to roamô, but 

also the impact of this infrastructure on the visual sensation of óopen accessô ï the wide open 

perceived wilderness of upland West Penwith. 

Dog walkers are being particularly inconvenienced even when walking a public footpath 

where there are cattle. The countryside access code states that all dogs must be kept on a lead 

from March until the end of July when taken across open access land as designated under the 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 ï this includes most of West Penwithôs moorland ï 

and is intended to prevent disturbance to ground nesting birds. This is the time of year when 

cattle are proposed to be grazing on the moors ï why will they also not disturb nesting birds? 

Horse riders now need to unlock and close gates ï children and the elderly may well have to 

dismount to do this and then have problems of remounting without the aid of any mounting 

block until these are installed at all bridle gates; ramblers will be ófunnelledô towards new 

gates and not free to roam at will onto adjoining land. Groups of local schoolchildren often 

visit the moors and ancient sites as part of their education and may well be confronted by a 

group of cattle congregating around prehistoric monuments. 

Tourists come from far away to visit our West Penwith prehistoric sites and enjoy the peace, 

quiet and safety of walking unspoilt open moorland. This will change if the HEATH/HLS 

schemes go ahead. 

 
People park here to walk to Men-an-Tol, Carn Galva and Nine Maidens Common ï August 2008 



 

A large crowd gathered at 'the stones' for the solar eclipse (1999) 

All areas under our consideration are prime locations of visitor attraction containing, as they 

do, the Men-an-Tol (one of the most frequented prehistoric sites in West Cornwall), Lanyon 

Quoit and Tregeseal Stone Circle, as well as the ruins of the prominent rocky outcrops of 

Carn Galva, Watch Croft and Carn Kenidjack. 

During the year there are numerous foreign and British coach tours that include a visit to the 

Men-an-Tol and Lanyon Quoit, as well as many hundreds of individuals walking to these 

sites and enjoying the wilderness of the moors. To date I have spoken to dozens of people 

outside my home (Men-an-Tol Studio) and not a single person has been in favour of fencing 

and grazing cattle in this area. In general conversation with the public about 80% are 

horrified at the fencing/grazing proposals: about 15% donôt care either way and a very small 

percentage support the Project ï these are usually people who are going to make money 

through installation of the infrastructure or by grazing, or, possibly, have a close relative or 

friend who will gain financially from the Project. 

 

Three different German tour buses by Men-an-Tol Studio (2008) 


