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And in the beginningé.. 

 

GENESIS OF óSAVE PENWITH MOORSô 

 

 

 

Nine Maidens Common and Circle 
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The first I knew of plans to ómanageô the moors was when, in early April 2008, I read a notice close 

to the Four Parish Stone on Nine Maidens Common that had been put up by the commoners in 

conjunction with the Natural England HEATH Project: there was no mention of fencing or grazing 

on this notice. Public meetings were held on 11th and 12th April at the relatively remote and 

awkward to reach Trythall School near Newmill, and a public consultation meeting was held in St 

Johnôs Hall Penzance on 13th May that was attended by about 80 people, both for or against the 

management plans. These consultations were obligatory since this common is a registered common 

and requires the Secretary of State to give final permission for any permanent alteration to the land. 

Apart from this management plan virtually everyone outside those directly involved with Natural 

England thought this was the extent of forthcoming fencing and grazing of our local óright to roamô 

open spaces. How wrong we were. 

It was only quite by chance that I later learnt about plans to fence and graze the moors around Carn 

Kenidjack near St Just. This was followed up by internet searches that gradually revealed the true 

and awful extent of what was about to happen to the moors of West Penwith, an event that had been 

kept secret from residents and which, if implemented, would have devastating long-term 

consequences to some of our few remaining 'wilderness' areas. 
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Areas considered by the Natural England HEATH Project 

The HEATH project had 58 project areas located predominantly in the West Penwith, Lizard and St 

Agnes/Carn Brea regions. 

Dark pink  = areas being grazed already although not necessarily by the HEATH Project. 

Pale Pink = plans for grazing being drawn up for consideration. 

White = no grazing planned through the HEATH Project. 

1. Amalveor 

2. Baker's Pit 

3. Bartinney Down   

4. Bosporthennis 

5. Busvargus 

6. Caer Bran (CWT 

Property to east of 

Bartinney Down) 

7. Cape Cornwall 

8. Carn Galva 

9. Carnaquidden 

10. Carnyorth Common 

11. Chapel Carn Brea 

12. Foage 

13. Gulval Downs 

14. Gulval Tonkin's 

Downs and 

Trenowin 

15. Higher Botrea 

(Bosvenning & 

Roskennals) 

16. Higher Botrea 

17. Land's End 

18. Lanyon Farm 

19. Mulfra Common 

20. Nine Maidens 

21. Rosewall Hill 

22. Sancreed  Beacon 

23. Treen Cliff 

24. Tremedda Common 

25. Trencrom Hill 

26. Trendrine 

27. Trevean Cliff 

28. Trevega Wartha 

29. Trewey Common  

30. Trink Hill  

31. Watch Croft 

32. Zennor Hill 
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At the beginning of July 2008 a group of six concerned local residents came together under the 

name of SAVE PENWITH MOORS to encourage and co-ordinate opposition to the HEATH Project 

in West Penwith. Although there were a total of 32 sites under consideration by Natural England, it 

was decided it would be impossible to take into account all sites and that we should concentrate our 

main opposition to the four moorland areas we considered the most indispensable and popular for 

local recreational activities and the tourist industry - places well known and used by all six of us. 

1. Carnyorth Common (Carn Kenidjack) area10 

2. Nine Maidens Common at Boskednan near Newmill [Madron Parish] area 20 

3. Lanyon Farm (Men-an-Tol Croft and Lanyon Quoit Croft) [Madron Parish] area 18 

4. Carn Galva near Bosigran [Zennor Parish] area 8 

It was later discovered (during the winter 2008/2009) that the National Trust moorland property at 

Watch Croft was also in the process of being stock proofed as part of the HEATH Project and this  

area (31 on map) is now also part of our remit. 

Ian McNeil Cooke 

Updated March 2010 


