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AN INTRODUCTION (March 2010) 

SAVE PENWITH MOORS 
SAY NO THE FENCING AND GRAZING 

 

New fencing and gate on Carnyorth Common (Carn Kenidjack) 

 

Where land has not been stock proofed under 

HEATH, new areas are likely to be fenced and 

grazed under Natural England Higher Level 

Stewardship that has a target area for almost 

THE WHOLE of West Penwith outside the 

urbanised areas of St Ives and Penzance/Newlyn. 
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INTRODUCTION 

SAVE PENWITH MOORS campaigns, at present, to halt further fencing and 

grazing on four selected areas of moorland that we consider should be left free 

for the public to continue to enjoy, and to seek a cancellation where it has 

already taken place. 

„Our‟ areas are Carnyorth Common, the two National Trust properties of Watch 

Croft and Carn Galva, and Men-an-Tol & Lanyon Quoit Crofts (part of Lanyon 

Farm); Carnyorth Common is the only one so far to be entirely stock proofed 

and grazed with cattle. In essence our campaign only affects 15.7% of Natural 

England HEATH Project grazing sites in West Cornwall. 

Much has happened since we began our campaign.  

¶ the Nine Maidens commoners decided in the autumn of 2008 not to take 

part in the HEATH Project;  

¶ the National Trust has been forced to undo two unlawful installations: a 

drain and a cattle grid, and to fill-in a long deep ditch that breached ESA 

regulations;  

¶ Cornwall Council declared the cattle grid on Carnyorth Common to be an 

unlawful obstruction; 

¶ a Heathlands Forum has been set up with members from various 

organisations including Save Penwith Moors, Penwith Access and Rights 

of Way (PAROW), Natural England, the National Trust, National 

Farmers Union, Cornwall Council and local town and parish councils,  

¶ but, most important of all, some two thirds of stock proofing has been 

completed - barbed wire fencing, gates, cattle grids and earthworks, and a 

herd of longhorn cattle have been grazing Carnyorth Common near St 

Just. 
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Longhorn cattle on Carnyorth Common (summer 2009) 

Present Natural England schemes for the fencing and grazing of West Penwith 

moorland is a continuation of decades of government interference. 

Until the mid-1980‟s farmers and landowners were paid to break-in moorland 

and turn it into fields for grazing cattle. This scheme, that was eventually 

responsible for destroying many important archaeological sites and dramatically 

altering the local landscape, provoked massive opposition resulting in 

establishment of the Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) scheme whereby 

farmers were paid to manage their land in an environmentally sensitive manner: 

most of these agreements come to an end in 2012. 

However, after the expenditure of many millions of taxpayers‟ money, the 

overall non-existent „policing‟ of the ESA resulted in Natural England having a 

perception of deteriorating moorland. In 2002 they applied, and received, a 

grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund towards óRestoring the Sea of Heatherô 

across Cornwall. About two years later this scheme was merged with the 

HEATH Project (Heathland-Environment-Agriculture-Tourism-Heritage) that 

covered several areas of north-west European heathland with the objective of 
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creating “a sustainable development model for lowland heathland areas”. 

Additional funding then became available from Europe until the Project ended 

at the end of March 2009. 

Although HEATH was intended to address the issues of tourism and heritage 

very little was done in this respect apart from printing a handful of booklets and 

self-guided trails, and opening up a few new footpaths, mostly done by the 

National Trust, a sub-partner of HEATH. The principal beneficiaries of these 

generous grants were the landowners and farmers who were now provided with 

free stock proofing at the taxpayers‟ expense. 

The visual effect of HEATH was the stock proofing of moorland that had 

remained free of any human impediment since the start of the ESA some 16 

years earlier: new barbed wire fences, gates and cattle grids now began to 

appear across West Cornwall – mainly on The Lizard and in West Penwith. This 

was being done in preparation for the introduction of free-roaming cattle under 

a new agri-environmental scheme – Higher Level Stewardship (HLS). 

HLS is the highest tier of the Environmental Stewardship (ES) schemes 

whereby farmers can enter a voluntary management agreement with Natural 

England, usually for a period of 10 years. 

A Natural England handbook (Higher Level Stewardship, Environmental Stewardship 

Handbook, 3rd edition February 2010, Section 1, 1.1.1) informs us that the primary 

objectives of Environmental Stewardship are to:  

¶ conserve wildlife (biodiversity);  

¶ maintain and enhance landscape quality and character, by helping to 

maintain important features such as traditional field boundaries;  

¶ protect the historic environment, including archaeological features and 

traditional farm buildings;  

¶ promote public access and understanding of the countryside; and  
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¶ protect natural resources, by improving water quality and reducing soil 

erosion and surface run-off.  

HLS has a greater management input than the lower tiers and therefore attracts 

higher payments, hence Natural England “is looking for agreements that are 

likely to achieve maximum environmental benefit and represent good value for 

money”. It is, of course, obvious that those achieving HLS status will be 

strongly in support of its objectives, after all money talks – very loudly in this 

case. 

Where land has not been stock proofed under HEATH, new areas are likely to 

be fenced under HLS that has a target area for almost THE WHOLE of West 

Penwith outside the urbanised areas of St Ives and Penzance/Newlyn. 

http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk/map.aspx?map=aes 

 

Carn Galva (summer 2009) 

 

Ian McNeil Cooke (Co-ordinator) 

on behalf of Save Penwith Moors 

March 2010 

http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk/map.aspx?map=aes

