RECESSIONT WHAT RECESSION?

£300,000

oft axpayer s o spadone ynstall ing fencing, gates

and cattle grids on 474 hectares of @ur 64 areas.

Annual minimum grazing payments of £200 per

hectare for 10 years will be

£948 ,000
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INTRODUCTION

New fencing between MeanTol Croft and Nine Maidens Common
with Carn Galva in the background.

This articleismai |l y ¢ on c e ron eadr Gangtortto @onumorr, Watch Croft, Carn Galva
and Lanyon FarnfMen-an-Tol and Lanyon Quoit Croftsjhat have been partially stock proofed
under the Natural England HEATH Project but also, where appropriate, crosses ins@bent

areas.

Recentmoorlandpublic fundingcan be divided into three overlapping phases:
1 Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA)
1 HEATH (HeathlandEnvironmertAgriculture TourismHeritage)
1 Higher Level Stewardship (HLS)

However t must be borne in mind that discrepancies @advetween different projects well as

some obscurity in exactly what various documents refer to, make it only possible to come up with
approximate financial figures have, nevertheless, tried to be as fair and accurate as poBsitbife.

you are reding this andvork for Natural England or other relevant agerayd you think my
calculations are very inaccurate then please feel free to let meik8awe Penwith Moons not

afraid tocommunicate!



ENVIRONMENTAL LY SENSITIVE AREAS

Carnyorth Commonrdm Carn Kenidjack looking towards St Just.

Over past decades a vast amount of taxpayersbo
work the land in an environmentally sensitive maringre ESA. But an almost total lack of

monitoring the scheme selted, with a few exceptions, in absolutely nothing whatsoever being

done for these payments on the West Penwith moors as anyone who regularly walks or rides the
area can verify. Yet payments still continue.

The Environmentally Sensitive Area [ESA] schemhich has been implemented in many parts of
West Penwith since 1987, paid farmers to manage the landscape tboosghvation and
enhancement of the countryside in areas of high wildlife, landscape or historic value. The scheme

was voluntary and fundda the taxpayer.

The ESAsuperseded previous Ministry of Agriculture scheme that paid land owners to break
moorland and turn it into grass fields. This was done in several notable loGaBangnney,
Carnaquidden/Chysauster and Carnyorth Commaoramoejusta fewi and caused an uproar due to
destruction of important archaeologl sitesand irreversible negative changes to the landscape
including the ripping out of many ancient Cornish hedgastsof Sennen and St Just parishes were

turned into wtual prairies.



Two of the ESA prescriptions for West Penwith were that no permanent fences must be erected but
t hat oOorough |l anddéd (that includes moorl and) sh
cause poaching, undgrazing or ovegrazirg. As pointed out in the article on this web $X&a

Vu: Saga of the West Penwith moors 12858this was unworkable since cattle would simply

stray out of unfenced aredules were then changed by the government so that farmers need not

graze all theirough land but would still receive ESA payment.

The ESA was only a partial success: damage to impdristaric environment and archaeological
features of the area through intensive farming practises being greatly reduced. Another major
benefithas beehat those areas of previously unfenced moorland have remained unfenced, and

that theperceivedopen and untouched wilderness with its many archaeological remains kept its

ti meless quality. [ Note: I e mp h a stheseorsthdvee wor d
been farmed and mined for thousands of years yet have generally been left urduoirkgihore

recent decades.]

However, it is claimed by the National Trust and others that those areas excluded from grazing
under the ESA has resulted in esachment of bracken and gorse, and reduction in biodiversity,

and this has been a key reason for creation of the HEATH Project and Higher Level Stewardship in
an attempt to rectify the situation through blanket application of grazing every availablé space
where the farmer/ |l andowner can be persuaded t

6carrot o.

By the time of the new millenniumnews c heme of O6conservation graz
rectify this situation:his wauld necessarily involvearge areas of hitherto unfencggenaccess

moorlandbeingenclogd. The HEATH Project was born.

[NOTE: In the four years during the life of HEATH from 20@508 an ESA total a163,216.44
was paid to National Trust holdings involved in HEATH and £24 7@ other
landowners/tenants also involved in HEATHhat is to say a grand total of £411,064.04 for an

environmental management scheme that patently failed to deliver satisfactory]results.



THE HEATH PROJECT

HEATH Project fencing between MeamTol Croft and Nine Maidens Common
(November 2008).

In December 2002 the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded a grant of £979,500 to Natural England (then
English Nature) towards t he ?thifRpeofett was latargenambde Se
HEATH (HeritageEnvironmentAgriculture-TourismHeritage)that aimed to restore up to 3,526
hectares of maritime heathland across Cornwall, including Carnyorth Moor, Lanyon Farm, Carn
Galva and Nine Maidens Commbrthe initial four areas that especially concernedeS2enwith
Moors.HEATH also included areas on the North West European mainland. Natural England
(English Nature) was the lead partner for all these locatindsesponsible for overall
administration of the various sydartners. In Cornwall areas werdested for HEATH stock
proofing at St Agnes, The Lizard and West Penwith in preparation for grazinguratée Higher

Level Stewardship agreements.

The HEATHProject ran for 4 years from September£206Q0t was later granted a timgtension
until the endbf 2008:work was not finally finished until March 2009.

HEATH received many hundreds of thousands of euros in grant funding from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) managed through Interreg I111B North West Europe with
offices in Lille, northen FranceThe formerCornwall County Councila subpartner of HEATH
contributed about £10,000 to the projé8bme of this HEATH Project funding went towards
financing a survey on sustainable tourlsamd a booklet on managing archaeology on rough

gond’both related to the 6ébenefitsd to be had



Over 6 months (probably December 20Bay 2008)it was reported that more than 40km (25
miles) of fencing, 2km of Cornish hedging and over 90 gates had bealtethsEurther work had
either commenced, evasplanned to do so, on 33 sites comprising more than 3000 hectares of

lowland heath in West Cornwall

Recent documents received from Natural England under Freedom of Inforhmatieal the full
cost of stockproofingour four relatively small aredd74 hectarésunder HEATH:a grand total of
approximately £298,00@osts include barbed wire fencing (the major cost apart from the two
cattle grids on the B3306 at Carn Galva), gates and granite gate postsupatg and troughs,

cattle grids and hedge repairs, and removal and disposal of old fencing.

Once land had been stock proofed the next step was introduction of cattle under various agri
environmental schemes. The only one at present to benmepited ordurbareas is Higher evel

Stewardship on Carnyorth and Boswens Commons.

HIGHER LEVEL STEWARDSHIP

The Realityof HLS: Longhorns orCarnyorth CommoSummer 2009)

Nat ur al Engl and has a target area forapadl S of
from the urbanised areas amul St lves and Penzance/Newlyn, an area for Penwith totalling some
24,134 hectared.hose signing up to HLS will be paid in smonthly instalments for a period of

ten years. However these payments are highly complexalude various supplements according





















