
THE HEATHLAND ENVIRONMENT  

A LAYMANôS VIEW 

 
Carn Kenidjack ï Carnyorth Moor, St Just 

 

With age comes a sense of wider responsibility. A responsibility not only to 

what is but to what may be. My good fortune in living in a democratic society 

gives me the right to question, to demand accountability for the use of my 

revenue and to question those that purport stewardship for my environment. 

The future, not only of heathland, but of our planet demands an open, honest, 

debate which is devoid of self interest, and spin, and which bases every decision 

on the best interests of every life form on our planet (and, I guess life forms 

everywhere). 

Currently there are a variety of management techniques to maintain the 

heathlands we know and cherish. Each has plus and minus points however the 



To main tain this stunning 

environment requires 

intervention  (management)  

which can be 

mechanical/chemical/manual

/fire or grazing.  

first question we must ask is: Does human intervention to create a suspended 

environment amount to environmental vandalism or salvation? Nature is 

dynamic and never stands still. In most instances heathland gives way to scrub 

then to light woodland and finally woodland (fire/grazing may intervene but 

inevitably nature demands change). 

Beyond the above (which must be the first question in any debate)we must 

question the industry which surrounds the environment-

motivation/action/cost/communication etc. The interface between these 

organisations and the public is weak - we sometimes see what they do/are 

frequently told they WILL do things but, generally, are treated like ignorant 

schoolchildren who should know better than ask. 

It is our oxygen, our food and 

our responsibility to steward non 

vocal life forms but this cannot 

be achieved without the industry 

which stewards on our behalf 

talking and being talked to. 

Experience has taught me that 

the glazed eyes across the table always return to their offices and do what they 

had planned to do anyway. 

Heathlands represent, to me, the mental equivalent of a physical detox. In many 

instances there are no reminders of the destruction modern man has undertaken 

(ironically many heaths have established on ex industrial mining sites) and 

aesthetically they are, to me, the most beautiful landscapes in the World. 

To maintain this stunning environment requires intervention 

(management)which can be mechanical/chemical/manual/fire or grazing.  



The two commonest methods are fire and grazing-the others are effective but 

really support systems for fire/grazing. 

Grazing can be effective but has many downsides. The most offensive of these 

is the spin surrounding the results. We are frequently told of the 'control' that 

grazing exercises over Bracken and Gorse. Cattle may occasionally push 

through these plants, maybe even eat odd mouthfuls of young Gorse but they 

DO NOT control it. Hardy ponies may eat Gorse when under stress but in 

general spraying/jungle busters will be used to control these plants. 

 
Cattle grazing on Carn Vres adjacent to Tregeseal Circle, Carnyorth Moor. This area has been grazed on 

and off for decades but shows no evidence of biodiversity. 

 

Adults, especially those paying stewardsô wages, must be in receipt of honesty. 

How can the environmental juggernaut command respect if they fail to give it?  

Grazers also work in symbiosis with grass to expand grass at the expense of 

woody plants, compress soil denying rodents nests, drop reptile populations. 



This, of course, aids biodiversity but remains intervention. Cattle do not 

discriminate so require stewardship. Many grazing systems do not have 

stewardship and the heathland environment, at least short term, has been 

destroyed. Goonhilly is an example of this: a national nature reserve which has 

been reduced to an ugly, course paddock. Preddanack airfield is an example of 

grazed management with strong biodiversity whilst maintaining the aesthetics 

we associate with heathland. 

The common denominator in all grazed heaths is fencing. A blot on the 

landscape, a disincentive to access and a barrier against which cattle walk and 

create conditions which make these heaths inaccessible to the elderly and 

infirm, and which causes a hazard to even the fittest of us. 

 
Fencing going up on Carnyorth Moor where none ever existed beforeï November 2008. 

In doing this the cattle allow the Sunôs rays to reach the ground thus raising soil 

temperatures. In 20 years this may halt the grass and stop woody plant 

establishment. Of course woody plants create shade and cool the ground. 

Cattle are also intimidatory (in view of the recent spate of accidents quite 

rightly so) especially when equipped with horns and milling around gates with 


