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National Trust HEATH Project works on Carn Galva and Watch Croft 

New additions January 2010 

 

AN EPIC TALE OF NATIONAL TRUST  

INCOMPETENCE, MISMANAGEMENT  AND DUPLICITY  

Part 2: Watch Croft  

  

 

 

The cattle grid on Watch Croft looking south (photo taken on 1/12/2008) 
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A plan drawn up by the National Trust office at Treveal, Zennor, and dated 1st October 2008, showed 

that they planned to stock proof and graze two separate areas of their property of Watch Croft adjacent 

to Carn Galva as part of the HEATH Project. 

The larger area would have 278 metres of 2-strand barbed wire fencing; 490 metres of 2-strand barbed 

wire fencing; 1600 metres of temporary electric fencing alongside minor road to Trevowhan and 

across open moorland boundary with Dakota Farm; 655 metres of ditching and casting up; 203 metres 

of hedge repairs; two granite stiles; one 5ft hunting/kissing gate; four 10ft gates on granite posts; two 

11ft gates on granite posts; one temporary gate; two granite stiles; two cattle grids.  

The smaller area was to be stock proofed with 865 metres of 2-strand barbed wire fencing; 250 metres 

of 3-strand barbed wire fencing; one wooden stile; one 8ft gate on granite posts and four 5ft 

hunting/kissing gates. 

As usual the whole project was kept óunder wrapsô until work had begun. During the first week of 

November 2008 a large mechanical excavator was seen working on Watch Croft at the same time as 

other excavators were at work on Carn Galva. 
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Local consternation at what was going on resulted in a public forum being called on 27th November 

2008 under auspices of the former Penwith District Council (PDC) to discuss HEATH Project stock 

proofing. The mood was very strongly against the type of work being carried out and an overwhelming 

vote called for its suspension pending more discussion. The National Trust and Natural England ï 

naturally ï totally ignored this decision. Only a few days later a cattle grid was installed across a 

public bridleway (Morvah 11) on Watch Croft: complaints were made to Cornwall Council that this 

made it impossible for horse riders to exercise their legal right. At around the same time the gateway at 

the southern end of the track was widened and a heap of stones placed ready for, presumably, another 

short section of hedge. 

 

Intended location of second cattle grid at southern gateway (3/1/2009) 




























