
1 

 

National Trust HEATH Project works on Carn Galva and Watch Croft 

New additions January 2010 
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IN THE BEGINNING  

 

 
[Note: although the two main road cattle grids are in place, none of the gates have been installed nor the hedging 

completed along the front of the Climbers Club premises north east of Rosemergy.] 

An undated National Trust plan of Carn Galva and Trevean Grazing Scheme was sent, on request, to SPM in 

the early autumn of 2008. A later plan dated 6th October 2008 showed several significant changes but, 

importantly, this plan was never sent out to those who had been given its predecessor so it was impossible to 

raise complaints. This proved to be vital in that the new plan showed that there would be ditching and 

casting up along the southern boundary with Nine Maidens Common instead of the original plan to erect 

new fencing. There was no mention of the drain pipes that would later prove to cause flooding of public 

footpaths. 

In the autumn of 2008 the National Trust began work to dig a deep long ditch along the low ancient hedge 

bordering Carn Galva and Nine Maidens Common as part of their stock proofing scheme under the Natural 

England HEATH project. The Trust web site states that when these hedges were constructed during the 19th 

century to contain stock, the earth was scooped up from ditches at the base of the hedges. This earth has 

since weathered away and fallen back into the ditches: "We are re-collecting this earth from the ditches and 

restoring them to their original purpose. In time, the earth will re-grass and blend into the landscape."
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