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SOME HISTORICAL MEMORIES  

About 1908 the author W H Hudson made a winter visit to Penzance market and was 

surprised at the poor condition of the cattle. He wrote: ñthe cows were small, mostly lean and 

all in an incredibly rough and dirty condition, their haunches, and in many instances half their 

coats, covered with an old crust of indurated mud and dung.ò He continued: ñone would 

certainly wish to see the beasts better cared for in the winter months and brought to market in 

a less filthy state, but I doubt that any improved breed would flourish in the conditions in 

which these animals exist in the small dairy farms on the stony moors in this rough 

unsheltered district. The cow of the Landôs End country is, in some degree, a product of the 

place and in harmony with its environmentò. (W H Hudson The Landôs End 1908, reprinted 

1981, pp114/115).This would suggest that many cattle spent the summer/autumn months 

grazing on the moors where there was insufficient nutrition.  



The Rev. John Buller was vicar of St Just in Penwith from 1825 until 1843. In 1842, he 

published his Statistical Account of the Parish of St Just in Penwith and, it is clear that he 

explored the parish thoroughly. This is what he has to say about grazing on the moorlands of 

the parish:  

"The area of this parish may be about 7,000 acres; a great proportion is uncultivated common, 

yielding but a scanty subsistence to a few scattered and half-starved sheep, many of them 

black, and belonging to cottagers renting houses in right of which a limited depasturage of 

cattle is claimed". But, evidently, not used. It can only be assumed, therefore, that the 

depiction of cattle by the Tregeseal (East) stone circle in Cotton's drawing is purely artistic 

licence. So, a few sheep were grazed on the moor during Buller's tenure and nothing else. 

When it comes to cows, Buller's account details that:  

"A custom is very commonly adopted by the farmers of letting cows to dairy-men for £8 a 

year for each cow for the season of forty weeks; thus the farmer saves all the trouble and 

expense attendant on the dairy department of his farm. Many of the miners rent a single cow, 

and not unfrequently a half a cow is rented, that is, a cow between two families, each family 

milking her alternately."  

But no mention anywhere of cows grazing the moorland. J.T. Blight, in 1876, says:  

"A weird tract is that of Kenidzhek and the Gump, and of ill-repute. The old half-starved 

horses on the common . . ."  

Still no cows, and the sheep seem to have gone, too. By 1876, we have horses up there which, 

according to Joe Oliver (Natural England) in his letter to Graham Watson MEP, have no right 

to be there today (despite the additional fact that this moor is crossed by an ancient and 

historically attested packhorse route).  

By what historical evidence, therefore, is the so-called "reintroduction" of cattle on Carn 

Kenidjack based? Perhaps the fiction of leaflets and booklets being mass-issued, and fed to 

an unsuspecting public by the externally-sourced "experts" of Natural "England", the 

National Trust and the Historic Environment Service can be revised accordingly.  



CATTLE AND PUBLIC ACCESS  

 

 

Above Left: Escaped cattle at the stile leading to Men-an-Tol (17/9/2008) - a portent of things to come. 

Right Longhorns by new cattle grid and gate close to Hectors House (Carnyorth Common). 

Below:  Cattle standing around Men Scryfa inscribed stone (2008). 

 

Cattle are notoriously unpredictable and their presence on popular tourist and recreational 

areas is bound to deter many people from visiting these places, as well as having the potential 

to cause accidents and injury: they are already deterring walkers and horse riders from going 

onto Carnyorth Common. The following selective information (my text emphasis) is taken 

from Health and Safety Executive (HSE): Cattle and public access in England and Wales 

information sheet Reference Agriculture Information Sheet No 17EW (web-only version 

updated 11/06) which should be referred to for the full text. 

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) gave the public a right to walk on 

mapped access land ï mountain, moor, heath, down and registered common land ï as well as 

existing rights to use public rights of way. In West Penwith this includes most, if not all, of 

the sites proposed for possible fencing and grazing by cattle and this poses potential problems 

for members of the public. 

The HSE notes that one of the two major factors involving incidents between cattle and 

members of the public concerned walkers with dogs but that many other incidents were not 


















