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SAVE PENWITH MOORS  

 
AREAS OF PRESENT CONCERN 

An overview of the landscape to be fenced and grazed 

 
Carnyorth Common: cattle on a public footpath with an unlawfully installed cattle grid behind 
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Since the abandonment last autumn of the Nine Maidens commoners to take 

part in the HEATH Project, Save Penwith Moors action group is now primarily 

concerned with the current enclosure of four remaining areas: Carnyorth 

Common, Watch Croft, Carn Galva and Lanyon Farm - the latter includes Men-

an-Tol Croft and Lanyon Quoit Croft. Although the HEATH Project has now 

completed its part in stock proofing the moors, there is still about a quarter to a 

third remaining to be 'proofed' - this, I believe, is now the responsibility of the 

farmers concerned. Cattle are already out on Carnyorth Moor. 
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CARNYORTH COMMON  

 
Carn Kenidjack - late summer heather and gorse 

 

Carnyorth Common is a large area of moorland, close to the 'First and Last 

Town' of St Just, within easy access so that it is well used by local walkers and 

horse riders, as well as groups of school children staying at the nearby 

Carnyorth Outdoor Centre. The area is a mixture of western gorse and heathers, 

as well as ubiquitous bracken and scrub, but in no way can it be considered an 

overgrown impassable mass of vegetation. The area is crossed by over ten 

public rights of way, some of which have not been cleared of scrub for the past 

four decades, although there are many easily accessible 'unofficial' paths and 
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this year (2010) a number of paths have been opened up by the Penwith Access 

and Rights of Way group (PAROW). 

Most of the south-eastern half of the moor is a single large scheduled ancient 

monument in its own right, with numerous prehistoric and medieval field 

systems, chambered cairns, rounds, barrows and holed stones. Other prehistoric 

sites lie outside this scheduled area but still within the HEATH Project: these 

include barrows, a chambered cairn, and the Tregeseal Stone Circle where some 

of the stones are only just embedded in the earth. 

 
View from Carn Kenidjack towards St Just 

 
The stone circle and holed stones 










